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chestnuts, and elms; and the only openings and practicable roads lay in the course of the multitudinous rivers and rivulets which traverse it.
No doubt the first step of the people whose existence is made known to us by the pile-middens, was to take advantage of a natural clearing or to make an artificial one in these old Italian backwoods. They then laid out an oblong rectangular space, the area of which varies from three or four to twenty or more acres, the four sides of which appear to have been often, though not always, directed approximately toward the four points of the compass. They then dug out a deep ditch along these four sides and threw up the earth into an embankment four or five feet high, on the inner side of the ditch. In some cases, if not in all, the embankment was furnished with a firm foundation in the shape of a strong wooden framework, formed of planks joined at right angles to one another, and thus inclosing deep, box-like chambers. These were filled with earth and the earth was afterward heaped over the framework. Thus a fortified camp was formed, quite similar, in principle, to those with which the ancient Britons and the Romans have crowned many a hill in England. The eight or nine feet between the bottom of the ditch and the top of the embankment would confer no small advantage for defensive purposes, upon the dwellers within, even though they were not sheltered by the embankment but fought from the platform which we shall see rested on it.
Piles of wood, six to ten feet long, set from one to two or three feet apart, were driven perpendicularly into the